
SATA News                                                                                     
Newsletter of the Scottish 

Accessible Transport Alliance 

 
_____________________________________ 

Scottish Charity No SC027600 

 

 

 

Contents 

 SATA's AGM 

 SATA Achievement Awards 

 Strengthening SATA: DPULO project 

 Responsible Parking Bill 
 Road to Nowhere 

 Transport advisory bodies 

 SATA subscriptions renewals 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to the 11th edition of SATA News.  
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SATA's AGM 

Our annual general meeting is coming up on 25th September. As last year, it will 
take place at the Norton Park Conference Centre, Edinburgh, from 11.00 to 

15.30. Members should by now have received an invitation to attend, together 

with the programme, agenda, minutes, financial statement and papers 
associated with nominations for membership the Management Committee1. 
Please consider putting your name forward to join the committee. We want more 
people to be involved, So we hope you can come and you will get a free lunch(!) 
but only if you contact Frances2 and say that you are coming. 
 

SATA Achievement Awards 

The awards recognise outstanding achievement in promoting and delivering 
SATA's aim of improving transport and transport-related services and facilities for 
disabled people. They do not carry financial reward but the successful nominees 
receive a framed certificate and a citation. Last year the individual award went to 
Wayne Pearson, Chief Executive Officer of HcL (Handicabs Lothian), and the 

                                                           
1 If you haven't had these, please let Mike Harrison know – contact details at the end of this newsletter. 

2 fjanes1@gmail.com or 01826 650522 
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corporate award to Lothian Buses Ltd. 
 

In April this year we invited nominations for the 2013 Achievement Awards and 
the closing date was15th June. We had a good response, receiving five 
nominations from which two were selected by our panel. The presentations at the 
AGM will be made by Dennis Robertson MSP. 
 

Strengthening SATA: DPULO project 

As we reported in our last 'SATA News', we were awarded a one-off grant of 
£29,250 from its Facilitation Fund by the Office of Disability Issues (ODI) under 
its Strengthening Disabled Persons User Led Organisations (DPULO) 
programme. The project started in April 2013 and will run to September 2014. 
 
Just to remind readers, this exciting project has three objectives: 

 to increase and engage new members to sustainable levels 

 improve SATA's database of information and its dissemination 

 review and stimulate research into transport accessibility/inaccessibility 
 
To lead the project Brian Masson was appointed as the Development Worker. 
Brian has many years' experience of transport provision in Scotland and 
internationally. His main focus in the first three months was on recruiting new 
members and collecting data.  Over 750 organisations were contacted across 
the voluntary sector, local authorities and bus, train, taxis and ferry operators. 
Three press releases were circulated to over 45 Scottish publications. Survey 
Monkey questionnaires were sent to transport operators, community transport 
organisations, voluntary groups, local authorities and SATA members. 
 
The initial response from members has been encouraging with many expressing 
a willingness to get involved in the development of the organisation. It is 
important to use the wealth of local knowledge, experience and contacts that 
exists and that our research reflects the wide range of needs across Scotland. 
With this in mind, a further SATA members' travel survey was circulated to get 
feedback on local issues. 
 
A number of local meetings have been arranged for the autumn. If you live in the 
area and are involved with the organisation named, please go along to support 
Brian.  
 

11 September 1000  in Aberdeen  meeting with Disability Advisory Group 
13 September 1000  in Edinburgh  Sestran Equality Group 
17 September  1230 in Fort William 
25 September 1115  in Edinburgh  SATA AGM 
30 September 1200  in Inverness  Shopmobility and Access Panel 



21 October  1000  in Glasgow  Scottish Council on Deafness (SCoD) 
 1300  in Glasgow  Visibility Scotland  
13 November  1015  in Edinburgh  ETAG 
29 November 1200  in Aviemore  Badenoch and Strathspey AGM 

 
You can contact Brian by email on brian.masson@btinternet or phone on 01241 
855300 for further details of his work programme. Please let him have your ideas 
about the project and any offers of help will be most welcome. 
 

Responsible Parking (Scotland) Bill 

SATA is a member of an Alliance Group headed by Living Streets Scotland 

which is supporting Sandra White MSP's bill which sets out to provide freedom of 
movement for all pedestrians by restricting parking at dropped kerbs on 
pavements and double parking. Fifty-nine MSPs across all political parties signed 
up to support the final proposal - the highest ever for a Scottish Parliament 
member's bill - which was lodged in January 2013.  Since then the focus has 
been on drafting the actual legislation and dealing with the complicated mix of 
reserved and devolved powers that affects all transport legislation in Scotland.  

 

Road to Nowhere 

This is the title of a survey report from Guide Dogs. The survey in 2012 found 
that of 470 blind and partially sighted people who responded, 89% had missed 
their stop on a bus because they didn't know where they were on a journey. Only 
5% described their on-board experience as excellent, with 18% describing it as 
poor. Difficulties began with even before getting on board: only 25% of bus 
drivers always pull right up to the kerb. Only 55% say the number of the bus they 
are driving when asked and only 17% wait for the passenger to find a seat. 
 
Guide Dogs produced a leaflet Tips for Bus Drivers and copies can be obtained 
by emailing campaigns@guidedogs.org.uk. Or visit the website 
www.guidedogs.org.uk/talkingbuses.  

 

Transport advisory bodies 
Having faced overwhelming opposition from disability organisations, including 
SATA, the UK Coalition Government decided not pursue its intention to abolish 
the Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee (DPTAC). This was a most 
welcome outcome from the consultation and new members are now being 
recruited. However, the committee's budget and secretariat have been severely 
cut which inevitably mean its effectiveness will be reduced.  
 
The Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS), which had also 
previously been threatened with abolition and reprieved, has continued its work 
despite similar cuts. SATA member John Ballantine has been a member of both 

mailto:campaigns@guidedogs.org.uk
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DPTAC and MACS and has reported regularly on these developments to the 
SATA committee. 
 

SATA subscription renewals 

John Ballantine our SATA Treasurer writes: 

“I would wish to thank the forty six members of SATA who have either 
already renewed their membership of SATA for the current financial year or 
have joined for the first time and the six members who have promised to 
renew. Your subscriptions and donations are much appreciated and make a 
real difference in our campaign to improve transport accessibility for 
disabled people.  

"I appeal to those members who have still to renew to do so. Our subscription 
rates offer exceptional value for money, bearing in mind the opportunities 
that membership involves to attend meetings and other events and to receive 
high quality information about transport accessibility issues." 

 

The renewal of subscriptions for the financial year 2013/14 was due on 1st April. 
Payments should be addressed to our Treasurer, John Ballantine,  

. If an invoice is required 
he will send one out. 
 
We are looking to increase our membership numbers and this will be the thrust of 
our DPULO project. If you know people who would be interested, especially 
amongst transport operators, we again urge you to approach them or let us have 
names and contact details. Application forms can be downloaded from our 
website www.scottishaccessibletransport.org.uk 

 

Thank you for your continuing support, and thanks to Alan Rees for compiling 
this newsletter. 
 
Mike Harrison 
Secretary SATA 
65 The Loan 
Loanhead 
Midlothian EH20 9AG 
Tel: 0131 448 0930 
Email: secretary@scottishaccessibletransport.org.uk 
September 2013 
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